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Dear Friends,

As we step into a new year filled with its own challenges,
opportunities, and unknowns, we do so in a truly special
season for Saintfield Parish.

2026 marks the 250th Anniversary of 1776,

a moment to celebrate God’s faithfulness across
generations and to give thanks for a living, worshipping
community that continues to bear witness in Co. Down.

When our parish first gathered 250 years ago,

the church represented something new and hopeful—

a fresh place of worship, mission, and belonging.

Those early parishioners embraced change with faith
and courage, trusting that God was doing a new thing
among them. Their legacy invites us to ask an important
question today: What newness does our Gospel
Mission now require so that our community can
always hear of God’s new hope in new and spirit
filled ways?

As we reflect at the beginning of this year, we look
forward with gratitude and expectation to several
key moments of celebration that will mark this
anniversary year:

Celebration Service & Lunch - Sunday 22 March

This will be the heart of our anniversary year: a joyful act
of worship giving thanks for 250 years of prayer, praise,
and proclamation. We will remember those who have
gone before us and recommit ourselves to God’s calling
for the future.

250" History Day - Saturday 13 June

A day to explore, share, and celebrate the rich story of
Saintfield Parish. Through memories, records, and
conversation, we will honour our past while discovering
how it continues to shape our life and mission today.

Christmas Tree Festival - December

As the year draws to a close, this festival will be a
beautiful sign of life, creativity, and welcome, pointing us
again to the hope of Christ, born anew for every
generation.

These events are not only about remembrance; they are
about renewal and re-shaping Mission. They invite us to
imagine fresh ways of sharing the gospel—through
hospitality, service, creativity, and courageous faith—
so that Christ’s love may be heard and seen in our
community today.

Through every change, celebration, and challenge, we
hold fast to this enduring promise: God never changes.
Buildings may be renewed, traditions may evolve, and
mission may take new forms, but Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever.

May this anniversary year deepen our faith, strengthen
our unity, and lead us into the new hope God is still
unfolding among us.

Blessings Chris

\,
,\

FAOOAR TN

Gracious and faithful God,

As we step into this new year, we pause with
gratitude for Your unbroken goodness to
Saintfield Parish
across 250 years.

You have carried this church through
seasons of joy and sorrow, growth and
challenge, faithful withess and quiet
perseverance.

For every generation who prayed, served,
worshipped, and kept the light of Christ alive
in this place, we give You thanks.

Lord, as we begin 2026,
renew in us a spirit of wisdom and reverence.
Make this anniversary year
not simply a celebration of the past,
but a fresh awakening of faith, hope,
and love among us.

Teach us again to seek You first,
to trust You deeply,
and to walk in the fear of the Lord which is
the beginning of knowledge.

Bless the homes, families,
workplaces, farms, and schools of Saintfield.
Let Your peace rest upon our town
and upon this parish community.

We commit this coming year to You—
its joys and uncertainties, its work and rest,
its challenges and possibilities.

Fill us with courage to follow where You lead.

Help us cherish the wisdom of Scripture,
keep our hearts soft to Your Spirit,
and renew within us a longing for prayer,
holiness, and service.

As You have been faithful for 250 years,
be faithful again, guiding us into all that You
have prepared.

Lord, let this new year
be a turning of the page,
a beginning of deeper devotion,
a rekindling of love for Christ,
and a season of new life for Saintfield Parish.
To You be glory in the Church, now and
always: Amen

And the People of God said: Amen
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January Tea/Coffee Rota

4 June & Katie
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JANUARY

11 Help Needed

18 SPACE Service in Parish Hall

Sunday 4 January Christmas 2 25 Peter & Carol
8.30am Holy Communion (Trad)
10.00am Family Communion Flowers Rota

& Baptism of Bertie 4 i

Something new!!!
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Sunday 11 January Epiphany 1
8.30am Holy Communion (Trad)
10.00am Morning Worship: Ephesians 1:3-4

A new Jesus. A new Church.

A new Us (Foodbank Sunday)

18 Julie Ritchie

25 Arthur Wilkinson

11.00am REFRESH

Sunday 18 January Epiphany 2
8.30am Holy Communion (Trad)
10.00am SPACE in Parish Hall

Sunday 25 January Epiphany 3
8.30am Holy Communion (Trad)
10.00am Morning Worship

& Baptism of Angus

Ephesians 2:11-22

A new family

Suicide Down to Zero

Thank you to everyone in the community who
supported our SDZ 0000 Sit out on Friday 5 Dec.

11.00am REFRESH _
Co'.‘gratmat'o"s tc.' Joy It was windy, wet and wet and wet .... .
Baptism of Phoebe Smith Whitley on becoming a We raised £1440
P th Grandmother (and Lauren eraise
Sunday November 30 an Aunt) Archer Whitley which considering the ‘conditions’ was a minor
miracle!! So, thanks to everyone
who made it happen

and to Laura who joined with William, lan & Chris.

Sunday

22 March

250" Parish Lunch after Morning Worship:
Congratulations to David & Elaine Woodrow on the

safe arrival of their 2"* Granddaughter, Lois

We will be opening a list to compile names of all
who would like to be at this Lunch. So. look out!!




Daily Prayer Diary for January
with verses from Proverbs

Thursday 1 January — New Year’s Day
Proverbs 1:7
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”

Lord God, as we begin this new year and celebrate 250
years of Saintfield Parish, renew our faith and lead us in
Your wisdom. Thank You for Your faithfulness through
every generation.

Strengthen us for the year ahead—make us humble in
heart, steady in prayer, and joyful in service. Guide our
homes, families, and community with Your peace. In this
new year, help us walk closely with You. Amen.

Friday 2 January
Proverbs 1:8 — “Listen to your father’s instruction...”
Prayer: Help us live teachable, humble lives.

Saturday 3 January

Proverbs 1:33 — “Whoever listens to me will live in safety...”

Prayer: For God’s protection over homes in Saintfield.

Sunday 4 January

Proverbs 2:6 — “For the Lord gives wisdom.”

Saintfield Parish Prayer: Bless children, teenagers, and
families.

Monday 5 January
Proverbs 2:20 — “Walk in the ways of the good...”
Prayer: For righteous choices and integrity.

Tuesday 6 January — Epiphany

Proverbs 3:5

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart...”
Prayer: Guide us by Your light, Lord Jesus.

Wednesday 7 January
Proverbs 3:24 — “Your sleep will be sweet.”
Prayer: For those struggling with anxiety or restlessness.

Thursday 8 January
Proverbs 3:27 — “Do not withhold good...”
Prayer: Renew generosity in our community.

Friday 9 January
Proverbs 4:7 — “Get wisdom.”
Prayer: For wise decisions for local leaders.

Saturday 10 January

Proverbs 4:18

“The path of the righteous is like the morning sun.”
Prayer: May Christ’s light shine in dark places.

Sunday 11 January — Baptism of the Lord
Proverbs 4:23 — “Above all else, guard your heart.”

Saintfield Parish Prayer: For spiritual renewal and deeper
commitment.

Monday 12 January
Proverbs 5:21 — “A man’s ways are in full view of the Lord.”
Prayer: For awareness of God’s presence.

Tuesday 13 January
Proverbs 5:18 — “May your fountain be blessed.”
Prayer: Bless marriages and families.

Wednesday 14 January
Proverbs 6:6 — “Go to the ant...”
Prayer: Inspire diligence and joy in work and school

Thursday 15 January
Proverbs 6:16 — “There are six things the Lord hates...”
Prayer: Free us from pride, anger, and discord.

Friday 16 January
Proverbs 6:23 — “Commands are a lamp.”
Prayer: May God’s word guide our decisions.

Saturday 17 January
Proverbs 7:2 — “Keep my commands and you will live.”
Prayer: For daily faithfulness.

Sunday 18 January — Christian Unity

Proverbs 8:11 — “Wisdom is more precious than rubies.”
Saintfield Parish Prayer: For unity with neighbouring
churches.
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Sam Bostock and congregation in 1st Saintfield.
John Torrens and congregation in 2nd Saintfield.
Father Michael and RC Church.

Baptist Church and Phil Bowles their Pastor.

Monday 19 January
Proverbs 8:17 — “I love those who love me.”
Prayer: Deepen our love for God.

Tuesday 20 January
Proverbs 8:30 — “Filled with delight day after day.”
Prayer: For joy for the weary.

Wednesday 21 January
Proverbs 8:34 — “Blessed are those who listen to me.”
Prayer: For attentiveness to the Spirit.

Thursday 22 January
Proverbs 9:4 — “Let all who are simple come...”
Prayer: For direction for those seeking purpose.

Friday 23 January

Proverbs 9:10 —

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”
Prayer: For reverence and humility.

Saturday 24 January
Proverbs 9:17 — “Stolen water is sweet...”

Prayer: Strength to resist temptation.



Sunday 25 January — Conversion of St Paul
Proverbs 10:3 —
“The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry.”

Saintfield Parish Prayer:
Re-shape our mission in this 250th Anniversary Year.
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Monday 26 January

Proverbs 10:11

“The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life.”
Community Prayer: Bless local businesses and workers.

Tuesday 27 January —
Holocaust Memorial Day

Gracious God,

We remember those who suffered
and perished during the Holocaust.

i HOLOCAUST
Teach us to stand against hatred, MEMORIAL

uphold justice, and care for the vulnerab DAY 27/1
May their memory inspire peace, compassion,
and unity in our communities. Amen.

Proverbs 10:20 —
“The tongue of the righteous is choice silver.”
Community Prayer: For peace, justice, and remembrance.

Wednesday 28 January

Proverbs 11:3

“The integrity of the upright guides them.”
Community Prayer: For Saintfield’s schools.

Thursday 29 January

Proverbs 11:18

“The one who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.”
Community Prayer: Bless farmers and rural workers.

Friday 30 January — Partner Church Day

Proverbs 11:25 “A generous person will prosper.”
Prayer: Bless Pastor David and our Partner Church in La
Paz.

Saturday 31 January

Proverbs 12:10

“The righteous care for the needs of their animals.”
Prayer: For compassion and care for creation.

Heavenly Father,

We lift to God our sisters and brothers at The Church of
the Redeemer in La Paz, under the faithful leadership of
Pastor David. \We thank You for the work You are
accomplishing through them and for the ways in which
they share Your love and truth in Balivia.

Lord, we ask that You bless their growth—spiritually,
numerically, and in the depth of their faith. Strengthen
their congregation so that it may be a vibrant beacon of
hope in the city and beyond. Inspire Pastor David and all
leaders with wisdom, courage, and clarity
as they guide Your peaople.

We pray for fruitful partnerships through the
South American Mission Society,

-’
8

SAMS £
&

IRELAND

that together we may share Your mission with passion,
compassion, and humility. Encourage creativity in
outreach, boldness in witness,
and steadfastness in service.

Father, fill the Church of the Redeemer with the joy of
Your Spirit, unify them in love, and help them reach new
hearts with the good news of Jesus Christ.

May their ministry multiply and bear lasting fruit

for Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.

Rae Jennings

Sadly, Rae passed away
from this earth on Sunday
Nov 30"

We keep Rae’ s family Fiona,
Lynne, Lesley, Colin and
Olwyn and the whole family
circle in their loss.

We thank God for Rae’s
commitment to Saintfield

Parish, her hard work and
commitment to M.U.



WEACKLY ACTIVITIES: PARISHHAALL / UPPER AREA

Mondays
9.30am Pitter Patter (Main Hall) Mums & Tots

Back Jan 5

10.30am Craft & Chatter (Upper Area)
Back Jan 5

6.30pm Rainbows & Brownies
(Woodrow Room Upper Area, Main Hall)
Rainbows back 5 Jan, Brownies back 12 Jan

Tuesdays
6.45pm Pause & Restore (Upper Area)

Back 6 Jan then every week

Bowls 7.30pm Back 6 Jan

Wednesdays
8.00am - 8.30am Slimming World Weigh In

9.00am Class (Woodrow Room)

1.30pm — 4.30pm Patricia’s Sewing Class
Back 7 /21 Jan (Upper Area)

6.00pm & 7.00pm Broadway Boogie Fitness
(Main Hall) Back 7 Jan

Badminton Club 8.00pm. Back 7 Jan

Thursdays
9.30am Happy Hatchlings

(Baby Massage in Woodrow Room)
Back 8 Jan each week

10.00am - 12.45pm Patricia’s Sewing Class
Back 8 /15 / 22/ 29 Jan (Upper Area)

2.00pm - 4.00pm Ladies Hen Shed
Back 8 Jan

6.45 Beavers, Cubs, Scouts (Parish Hall)
Back 8 Jan

Fridays
10.00am — 1.00pm Patricia’s Sewing class.

Back 16 / 30 Jan (Upper Area)

6.00pm Inspire Dance Company (Main Hall)
Back 9 Jan

Holy Communion Wednesdays
Parish Church 10.00am re- starts 7 Jan 2026

Women'’s Institute
Wednesday 14 January @ 7.45pm (Monthly)

Wednesday Welcome 10.30am — 12.30pm
Back 7 / 21 January (Upper Area)

Mothers’ Union (Monthly)
Morning Coffee & Treats 10 January 10.30am

Select Vestry
14 January Tuesday @7.30pm

(Woodrow Room)

Ephesians Exploration Tea & Coffee
7 / 21 Wednesday 8.00pm Upper Area 1 hour

In partnership with Suicide Down to Zero
we are delighted to be able to offer spaces on our
evening SafeTALK Suicide Alert Helper training. Spaces
are free of charge and can be booked by clicking on the
link https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safetalk-workshop-
tickets-19773876557087aff=oddtdtcreator If you have
any questions about this event please contact Anne

on annemurdocksdz10@agmail.com.



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safetalk-workshop-tickets-1977387655708?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safetalk-workshop-tickets-1977387655708?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:annemurdocksdz10@gmail.com
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